SÉPAQ

PARC NATIONAL
DE LA GASPÉSIE
Protected area. Enriching nature experiences.

On April 14, 1937, the Quebec government
created Parc national de la Gaspésie making
this year our 85th anniversary! Family, friends,
and avid lovers of the outdoors, nature
and history are all invited to take part in
celebrating our history. Thank you all for
helping us protect this exceptional natural
environment in the heart of a sea of mountains.

TEAM FAVOURITES

From the mountain to the sea

Lakeside enjoyment

Family outings

A new and improved shuttle service

Winter bliss

Relaxing at Gîte du Mont Albert

The pic de l’Aube Trail is one of the highlights of the parc
national de la Gaspésie’s Grande-Traversée. This hike is one
of the most beautiful sections of the Sentier International des
Appalaches. The last section of the trail offers a breathtaking
view of the St. Lawrence River.

The park offers five easily accessible sections for family outings
with both low and intermediate level changes in elevation. For
the easiest hikes, you have the choice between the Ste-Anne
Falls and the Cascapédia River. The Lac aux Américains and the
Lucarne hikes will have you tackling a bit more of a climb and
the Mount Ernest Laforce hike offers a striking view from an
altitude of 820 m.

Whether you’re a hiker or thrill seeker, discover the park’s
beauty in a different light by renting snowshoes or backcountry
skis. Curious about what winter sports have to offer? The
Mountain School is here to help! You can also rent all the
necessary safety equipment as well as cross-country and
Nordic skis.

Lac Cascapédia is 4 km long lake located in an intimate and lush
setting. Be charmed by its cool tranquility. Lac Cascapédia offers
rest and contemplation its calm campground site as well as
high-energy canoeing, stand-up paddleboarding and pedal
boat rentals.

Runners and day hikers can now enjoy our new shuttle service. Get
dropped off at your chosen trail head and run or hike back to your
car at the service centre. Looking to take on 10, 15, or 30 km?
The choice is yours! Paid service. Reservation required.

Gîte du Mont-Albert, a 4-star hotel, offers guests all the comfort
they need. Located in the heart of Parc national de la Gaspésie,
this magnificent inn is known for its hospitality, fine local cuisine
and unique décor.

DISCOVER OUR TRAILS
TRAIL

DIFFI- DEPARTURE
CULTY
POINT

La Chute Sainte-Anne – This trail offers a scenic lookout with a great view of Mont Albert’s
northern slope and views of the Rivière Sainte-Anne falls. Elevation: relatively flat.

1.7 km

30 min.

E

DVC

La Lucarne – After hiking the La Chute Sainte-Anne trail, close the loop by continuing on
to the La Lucarne lookout, which offers a beautiful view of the Rivière Sainte-Anne valley.
Elevation: 80 metres.

2.5 km

1 hour

E

DVC

La Saillie – Spectacular views of the McGerrigle mountains, Gîte du Mont-Albert, and the
Rivière Sainte-Anne valley. Elevation: 190 metres.

4.2 km

1 hour
45 min.

I

DVC

La Chute-du-Diable – This trail follows Rivière Sainte-Anne and through a magnificent cedar
grove to the Ruisseau du Diable. A climb then takes you to a lookout where you can admire
the waterfall. Elevation: 120 metres.

7 km

3 hours

I

DVC

Le Chemin-du-diable – Once past the Chute du Diable falls, continue climbing to Lac du
Diable. The La Serpentine Shelter is located a little further down the trail at the foot of Mont
Albert’s vast glacial basins. Elevation: 360 metres.

12.4 km

4 hours

D

DVC

Le Mont-Olivine – One kilometre past the Chute du Diable falls, take the path to your
left. It will lead you to a barren ridge offering a scenic view of Mont Albert and the Rivière
Sainte-Anne Valley. Elevation: 445 metres.

11.4 km

4 hours

D

DVC

Le Mont-Albert (northern slope) – This steady climb leads to the summit of Mont Albert,
where you can access the barren 13 km2 plateau. The spectacular panoramic view is worth
the effort. Elevation: 850 metres. This trail is only open from June 11 to October 10, 2022 to
protect the caribou.

12.6 km

5 hours
30 min.

Ex

DVC

Le Tour-du-Mont-Albert – The trail begins by ascending to the summit, then it crosses the
plateau before leading to a steep descent to the foot of the Grande Cuve. It then follows a
stony path to the Serpentine shelter and the Discovery and Visitor Centre. Elevation:
870 metres. This trail is only open from July 1 to October 10, 2022 to protect the caribou.

17.8 km

6 - 8 hours

Ex

DVC

Le Lac-aux-Américains – This short hike brings you to the ‘‘cirque’’, or glacial basin, at Lac aux
Américains, which is gorgeous at any time of day. Elevation: 80 metres.

2.6 km

1 hour
30 min.

E

Route 160
Parking

Le Mont-Ernest-Laforce – The summit offers a particularly striking, 360-degree view of Mont
Albert and the surrounding mountains. Elevation: 155 metres.

4.6 km

2 hours

I

Route 163
Parking

Le Mont-Jacques-Cartier – This trail is reminiscent of the Far North with its vast expanses of
alpine tundra, where caribou are often seen. This trail is only open from July 1 to
October 10 to protect the caribou. Open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. See details on page 6.
Elevation: 465 metres.

8.2 km

4 - 5 hours

D

Mont JacquesCartier Camping
Station

Le Mont-Xalibu – From Lac aux Américains, the trail heads through a forest setting before
changing into a rugged path that leads to the tundra. The views are stunning, and you are
sure to feel far from home. Elevation: 540 metres. This trail is only open from June 11 to
October 10, 2022 to protect the caribou.

10.6 km

5 - 6 hours

D

Route 160
Parking

Le Mont-Joseph-Fortin – A steep climb leads to a taiga-like plateau. The spur trail to the
cliffside is a must see. A loop trail circles the plateau, offering many great vantage points.
Elevation: 490 metres.

11 km

4 hours
15 min.

D

Route 160
Parking

Le Mont-Richardson – A wonderful challenge and a well-kept secret! Enjoy the breathtaking,
360-degree view at the summit. Elevation: 705 metres.

11.6 km

6 hours

Ex

Route 160
Parking

La Rivière-Cascapédia – Admire the headwaters of one of Gaspésie’s largest rivers, Lac
Cascapédia. This is the place where the lake’s first major tributary, the Ruisseau aux Saumons,
joins the river. Elevation: relatively flat.

1.4 km

30 min.

E

RivièreCascapédia
Parking

Le Pic-du-Brûlé – This largely forested trail offers views of the Chic-Choc mountain range
and the St. Lawrence Valley. On your way back, prolong the pleasure by going through
Mont Ernest-Ménard. Elevation: 430 metres.

14.2 km

5 hours
15 min.

D

LacCascapedia
Camping Station

Le Pic-de-l'Aube – This trail follows an old logging road and has a moderate ascent (standard
climb) to the Pic de l’Aube which leads to the summit of the of the Chic-Choc mountain range.
Elevation: 370 metres.

12 km

4 hours

D

Coupe-Feu
Parking,
Route 11

L'Abri de la Serpentine – This trail follows a former prospecting road. The forest quickly thins
out, leading to the Serpentine Shelter which is located at the foot of Mont Albert’s vast glacial
basins. Elevation: 260 metres.

10 km

3 hours
30 min.

I

RuisseauIsabelle
Parking

Le Mont-Olivine – This trail begins on a former prospecting road and then gets narrower
as you head toward the exposed mountaintop. The view of Mont Albert and the Rivière
Sainte-Anne valley is worth the climb. Elevation: 365 metres.

8.8 km

4 hours

D

RuisseauIsabelle
Parking

Self-guided
Family experience
Dog allowed
		
sepaq.com/animals
E: easy

DISTANCE DURATION1

I: intermediate

D: difficult

Ex: expert

1

DVC: Discovery and Visitors Centre
The durations are provided for guidance only and can vary greatly
depending on the type of hiker and the weather conditions.
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DISCOVERY
TIME

Mont Jacques-Cartier:
a getaway in a protected
environment
Departure

Destination

Mont Jacques-Cartier is a critical habitat in
the natural range of the Gaspésie caribou.
This is the best location for visitors to see
these majestic animals.

Departure
time

Return
time

2022 roundtrip
fare

Period

Option A: Public transportation
Discovery
and
Visitors
Centre

Mont
9 a.m.
Jacques-Cartier
trailhead

4 p.m.

$19.25/adult
Free for children
accompanied by
a parent
$14.25/child

Every day
from July 1 to
September 5.
Weekends from
September 10
to October 9.

$8.00/adult
Free for children
accompanied by
a parent
$6.00/child

From July 1 to
October 10.

Option B: Shuttle required
Mont
JacquesCartier
Information
Kiosk

Mont
10:00 a.m. Regular drop-offs
Jacques-Cartier 10:30 a.m. between 2:15 and
trailhead
11:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m.
11:30 a.m. The last shuttle
12:00 p.m returns to the

Discovery and
Visitors Center

The following rules govern
access to Mont Jacques-Cartier:
• Exploring off the marked trails is
prohibited.

• Hiking on Mont Jacques-Cartier trail
is only authorized from July 1 to
October 10, 2022 inclusively.
• Hiking on trails is only authorized
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
(no departures allowed before the
designated time).
• Departures are not permitted after
12:00 p.m.
Park Rangers will enforce these rules.

Make sure to book via our receptionists or at 1-800-665-6527. Places are limited.

Single-day fishing

Three lakes are available for day fishing.
The main species caught in these waters
are brook trout and Arctic char.
Get your mandatory provincial fishing
licence and fishing access permit online or
from one of our visitors’ centres.

Boat rental

Treat yourself to an outing on Lake
Cascapédia, the park’s longest lake. From
June 23 to September 5, 2022, explore
the lake’s wild shores. Renting one of our
boats is your best bet for spotting
a moose!
Canoe: A fast boat suitable for long trips.
Also great for transporting loads, such as
a picnic lunch.
Single or tandem recreational kayak:
These boats are stable and easy to steer.
Perfect for hot summer days.

Stand up paddle board: Standing on a
large surfboard, paddle in hand, will test
your balancing skills. It’s quick and easy to
learn and fun is guaranteed!
Pedal boats: Pedal boats can help create
unforgettable family memories. Pedal hard
or meander slowly around the lake.
If you have your own non-motoorized
boat, you can explore other lakes. Visit
Lake Cascapédia, Lake Paul or Lake
Claude to check out the park’s typical
landscapes.

At the end of each day of fishing, you
must report your catch at a centre or
at one of the self-reporting terminals.
Monitoring catches is essential for the
sustainable management of our fisheries.

Family experience
Yippee, it’s absolutely free!
For young people 17 years
of age and under, access,
accommodations, and
equipment loans are
absolutely free of charge.
The offer varies from one
establishment to another.

Find the naturalist

Our Naturalist Park Rangers are walking the park’s trails to meet up with you. Be on the
lookout because they can be anywhere. If you have any questions or want to find out
more about the natural history of the area, ask away—it’s free!

Curious by nature?

Are you curious about something you’ve
seen? Has something piqued your interest,
or do you have a burning question you
want answered? That’s what our Naturalist
Park Rangers are there for! Find them on
the trails or at a campground.

Beautiful views

See one of the park’s most beautiful views
with one of our Naturalist Park Rangers.
Explore hidden landscapes and leave
feeling enchanted by an exchange with
one of our Rangers.

Rocks and ice

Speak with one of our Naturalist Park
Rangers and learn a bit about the richness
and history of one of the most spectacular
glacial cirques in Quebec.
• Lac aux Américains
• Duration: 15 min.
• Free

• Mont Ernest-Laforce
• Duration: 15 min.
• Free

La vallée des rois

The dynamic ecosystem of the boreal
forest is home to the majestic American
elk. You might even come across one as
you explore their territory.
• Meet us at the Discovery and
Services centres
• From August 27 to
October 10, 2022
• Schedule: 8:45 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
• Duration: 3 hours
• Fee-based activity
• Children: free when accompanied
by an adult, excluding groups
• Places are limited, reservations
required
• Information and reservations
available at 1-800-665–6527
• Bring hiking boots or walking shoe

• Bring a windbreaker

IN THE WILD, YOUR SAFETY
IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY
Outdoor activities can involve certain risks.
Always be sure to have the skills and abilities required for the activity you
choose. It is very important to find out about the risks involved in the
activity, to know and respect your own limits and to use appropriate
equipment. Preparing yourself adequately is the first step in the safe and
enjoyable practice of your favourite activities.
For more information, visit our website at sepaq.com/security

DISCOVERY
ACTIVITIES
Consult the program to
enrich your visit. (in French only)
You will find
entertaining
activities to
explore the
park from
every angle.

AJOUTER
VOTRE
CODE QR
ANGLAIS

CONSERVE
FOR
TOMORROW
Canada whiteface (Leucorrhinia patricia) photo: Alain Mochon

Did you know?

What’s an Odonate?

z The Mount Albert Goldenrod and the Greenscale Willow are
unique plants that have been given legal status as a threatened
species in Quebec? Their presence in the Mont Albert region
contributes to the exceptional character of this mountain.
Enjoy them… with just your eyes!
z In winter, the caribou’s fur makes them comfortable at
temperatures ranging between 10 °C and – 45 °C. This species is
perfectly adapted to the harsh climate of our mountain regions.
z Parc national de la Gaspésie is made covers 32 km2 of alpine
tundra, which is the largest stretch of “treeless land” in all of
eastern North America. If you would like to explore this type of
landscape when you visit the park, you’ll need to climb to an
altitude of over 1,100 metres! Are your legs ready? Go for it!
z It took 1,010 pieces of wood 1.5 m (5 ft.) long and 4,040
nails to cover and fasten the steps of the Mont Jacques-Cartier
trail. With the wood used for the final ascent of Mont Albert, this
represents 3 linear kms of woods.
z Parc national de la Gaspésie has more than 239 km of trails
and 157 km of roads. A truly beautiful playground!

Odonates are an order of flying insects that includes dragonflies
and damselflies that are frequently seen near their breeding
habitats which include wetlands, lakes, ponds, bogs, rivers
and streams.
This group of insects plays an important role in the balance of our
ecosystems as it preys on many insects and is an indicator of the
health of our wetlands.
In the summer of 2021, a preliminary inventory of dragonflies
was launched by biologist Alain Mochon. In Quebec, there are
currently 152 species of odonates. In Gaspésie, until now, very
few studies have been done on the Odonate fauna. This inventory
has allowed us to identify 44 species of dragonflies, including a
dozen that are common to the park’s wetlands. The highlight of
this study was the discovery of 15 rare species, including 5 that
were recorded for the first time in the Gaspé. Among these new
additions is the very small Canada whiteface, which is between
2 cm to 3 cm long (see photo above).
In 2022, the inventorying of dragonflies in the area will continue
and the new data it provides will help specify the distribution of
several species in order to produce an atlas of dragonflies
in Quebec.
Reference: Mochon, Alain. 2021. Liste préliminaire des libellules (Classe des insectes : Ordre des
odonates) du parc national de la Gaspésie, Québec, 2021. Inventaire réalisé pour le Service de la
conservation et de l’éducation du parc national de la Gaspésie, Initiative pour un atlas des libellules
du Québec, rapport, 12p.

OUR
NATIONAL
PARKS

Protected territories offering
a connection to nature, for us
and for future generations.

5 good practices to adopt

Discover what’s
happening behind
the scenes Stars in your eyes,

birds songs in your ears... Dive into the
fascinating world of initiatives to protect
our natural treasures. (in French only)
sepaq.com/lenversdudecor

• Refrain from feeding the animals
• Keep your distance when animal watching
• Stay on the trails
• Don’t collect natural elements (plants, dead wood…)
• Keep your right of access on hand at all times

Did you know?

Your access fee is 100% reinvested in the national parks. By paying
your fees, you are helping to protect this magnificent natural environment
and the flora and fauna found there. Thank you for your support!

Photos: Mathieu Dupuis, Paul Dussault, Steve Deschênes, Philippe
Henry, Benoit Bisson, Mathieu Charland, Denis Desjardins, Claude
Isabel, Zoé Amorena, Marc Litalien

sepaq.com/gaspesie

